
Prekindergarten PAC meeting 
Meeting Minutes – November 18, 2008 

Attendance:  Carrie Pechtel, Alyssa Rubilotta, Jessica Brown, Jessi Stuart, 
Jennifer Sponnoble, Janette Pedatella, Virginia D’Amore, Danielle Beck, Anne 
Christiano, Nancy Edwards, and Ellen Roehl 

1. Introductions 
2. What is a Parent Advisory Committee (PAC)? – Nancy Edwards reviewed 

the goal for all parents to have a voice in programmatic ideas and 
philosophy.  Discussion of volunteerism and the formation of a core group 
of parents are essential for the future success of this program and student 
achievement.  Many suggestions were provided as to how to get the 
word out early about this program to boost the enrollment early.  All 
voiced that they were pleased with their child’s education thus far, and 
would help to promote the program in the community. 

3. How to increase understanding of children’s growth and development – 
Ellen Roehl presented a few online resources that may be helpful for 
reference.   

• National Association for the Education of Young Children – 
www.naeyc.org 

• Zero to Three – www.zerotothree.org 
• Get Ready to Read has a terrific Home, School, and Child Care 

Literacy Checklist and a 20 Question literacy skills screening that is 
incredible!  It will provide suggested follow up activities and other 
resources after you have the results.  www.getreadytoread.org   

• Scholastic Parent Information – www.scholastic.com Scholastic has 
teamed up with Parent and Child Magazine, which enables them to 
access an array of printed articles.  You can type in the search bar 
for topics of interest. 

• New York State Education Department – www.nysed.gov This site is 
difficult to navigate, however follow these steps if you are interested 
in the curricular requirements for Prekindergarten.  It is a lengthy 
document, but Prek is in the beginning.   

o Search – Early Literacy Guidance 



o Scroll to – ELA Tool Kit 
o Click on – Core Curriculum 

4. A typical Prekindergarten day – Nancy Edwards reviewed the day of 
checking in and being independent in unpacking and hanging up coat, 
washing hands, names tracers, Open Court reading, snack, and centers.  
Specials include computer and library.  Open discussion regarding 
inclusion of more play in the routine vs. academics was completed with 
the resolution of a balance.  A Play Date in January will be set for both 
A.M. and P.M. classes in January.  It will be coordinated by Mrs. Cannon 
and Mrs. Sedal with the input of Jennifer Sponnoble, Carrie Pechtel, Alyssa 
Rubilotta, Janette Pedatella, Jessica Brown, Danielle Beck and Virginia 
D’Amore.  If there are any other parents that would like to help, they will 
be welcomed. 

5. Learning Goals for 2008-2009 year – Ellen Roehl and parental input was 
combined with the aforementioned topic as we reviewed the need for a 
balance of social and emotional growth, physical growth through fine 
and gross motor skill building, and academic growth through Open Court 
(English Language Arts program), Saxon Math (3rd edition) concepts, and 
additional teacher preferences. 

6. Parent Volunteer activities for the year – Nancy Edwards, Ellen Roehl, and 
parental input determined that this meeting was productive and that 
childcare was essential for several in attendance.  Each classroom will 
determine and communicate needs for their classrooms for volunteerism.  
A Play Date group was formed (noted above). 

7. What you can do to make your child succeed in school – Nancy Edwards 
and Ellen Roehl were not able to address this specifically, but this area 
was touched upon in several discussions throughout the meeting.  If you 
are looking for some specifics for your child and were not able to address 
this through Parent-Teacher Conferences, please do not hesitate to ask 
your child’s teacher.  

8. Fulton County Public Heath Clinch listing was provided and attached. 

Please see the attached information that supplements the aforementioned 
topics above.  If you have any questions, input, suggestions for future meetings, 
etc., please let us know.  The next PAC meeting will be scheduled during the 
P.M. session.       




