GREATER JOHNSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT
Board of Education Special Meeting
July 24, 2008
Johnstown High School

Called to order by District Clerk at 5:30 p.m.
ATTENDEES:

Leslie Buggeln-Bosworth Robert Curtis Susanne Fitzgerald Joanne Freeman

Robert Kosowicz James Levin Russell Martin Scott Miller

ABSENT:
John David Praught

OTHERS:
Katherine Sullivan, Superintendent Larraina Carpenter, District Clerk

ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

A. Election of 2008-2009 Officers of Board of Education

1.

President of the Board of Education

a. Motion by Mr. Levin seconded by Mrs. Fitzgerald to nominate Mr. Miller for
President of the Board of Education.
b. Motion by Mrs. Freeman seconded by Mr. Martin to nominate Mr. Curtis for
President of the Board of Education.
a. VOTE: _3 YES 5 NO
(Mr. Miller, (Mr. Martin, Mr. Curtis,
Mrs. Fitzgerald, Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth
Mr. Levin) Mr. Kosowicz, Mrs. Freeman)
b. VOTE: _5 YES _0 NO _3 Abstain
(Mr. Martin, Mr. Curtis, (Mr. Miller,
Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth Mrs. Fitzgerald,
Mr. Kosowicz, Mrs. Freeman) Mr. Levin)

Administration of Oath of Office
Administration of Oath of Office by the District Clerk to newly elected Board of
Education President Robert Curtis.

Vice President of the Board of Education

a. Motion by Mr. Miller seconded by Mrs. Fitzgerald to nominate Mr. Levin for Vice
President of the Board of Education.
b. Motion by Mr. Levin seconded by Mr. Martin to nominate Mr. Miller for Vice
President of the Board of Education.
a. VOTE: _5 YES _0 NO _3 Abstain
(Mr. Miller, Mr. Levin, (Mr. Kosowicz,
Mrs. Freeman, Mr. Curtis, Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth,
Mrs. Fitzgerald) Mr. Martin)
b. No vote taken due to Mr. Levin’s nomination receiving a vote of the majority of the

total number of Board members.

Administration of Oath of Office
Administration of Oath of Office by President Curtis to newly elected Board of
Education Vice President James Levin.
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B. Corrected Appointment of Committee on Pre-School Special Education

Motion by Mr. Kosowicz seconded by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth that the Board of Education makes
the following corrections to appointments for the Committee on Pre-School Special Education for

the 2008-2009 school year:

Chairperson
Alternate Chairperson
Parent Member

Special Ed. Teacher
Regular Ed. Teacher
Psychologist
Counselor
Occupational Therapist
School Physician
Student

Other

Frank Raspanti

Rosemary Podbielski and others TBD
TBD (rescinds 7/10/08 appointment of Karen Sagan)
Phyllis Lair

TBD

Karen Toscano

As Appropriate or Outside Agency
Rosemary Podbielski

Per Assigned Building or Outside Agency
BOCES

Per District Contract

If Appropriate

Any Person if Requested by Parent
Fulton County Public Health

The Committee on Pre-School Special Education will also have an evaluator member from the
agency which conducted the evaluation and the County will be invited to send a representative.

VOTE: 8 YES 0 NO
C. Revisions to Independent Evaluators for Special Education
1. Rescind Approval of Independent Evaluator for Special Education
Motion by Mr. Miller seconded by Mr. Levin that the Board of Education rescinds its July
10, 2008 approval of the following independent evaluator for Special Education:
Type of Evaluation Agency Cost
ADD/ADHD Family Counseling Center Not to
Dr. Marballi exceed
11 Broadway, Gloversville, NY $750
(518) 725-4310
VOTE: 8 YES 0 NO
2. Approval of Independent Evaluator for Special Education

Motion by Mrs. Freeman seconded by Mr. Levin that the Board of Education approves the
following independent evaluator for Special Education:

Type of Evaluation

ADD/ADHD

VOTE:

EDUCATION ITEMS

Agency Cost
St. Mary’s Children’s Mental Not to
Health Services exceed

Dr. Marballi $750
8 Northampton Road, Amsterdam NY
(518) 843-7520

_8 YES _0 NO
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A PERSONNEL

1.

Creations/Appointments/Adjustments

a.

Corrected Term Appointment of Patricia Robinson, Extended Leave Substitute

Elementary Teacher

Motion by Mr. Miller seconded by Mrs. Freeman to accept the recommendation of
the Superintendent to approve the corrected term appointment of Patricia
Robinson, as extended leave substitute elementary teacher, from September 1,
2008 through June 30, 2009, at Step Al ($37,434 prorated) of the Johnstown
Teachers’ Association collective bargaining agreement.

VOTE: _8 YES _0 NO

Corrected Term Appointment of Rebecca Wager, Extended Leave Substitute
Teacher Assistant

Motion by Mr. Miller seconded by Mr. Freeman to accept the recommendation of
the Superintendent to approve the corrected term appointment of Rebecca Wager,
as extended leave substitute teacher assistant, from September 1, 2008 through
June 30, 2009, at $9.25 per hour for 7% hours a day, in conjunction with the
Johnstown Teachers’ Association collective bargaining agreement.

VOTE: _8 YES _0 NO

V. MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS THE EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

OF A PARTICULAR PERSON AND TO DISCUSS COLLECTIVE NEGOTIATIONS

Motion by Mrs. Freeman seconded by Mr. Miller to go to executive session for the purpose of discussing
the employment history of a particular person and collective negotiations at 5:40 p.m.

VOTE:

8 Yes

ADJOURNMENT

0 No

Motion by Mr. Curtis, seconded by Mr. Levin, to adjourn at 8:30 p.m.

VOTE:

Respectfully submitted,

Larraina Carpenter,
District Clerk

_8 YES _0 NO
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